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Task of the Church/Corporate Prayer               Jose Francis Martinez                                                  Lecture 1
Corporate Prayer

Introduction

1.
What is the tasks of the church? The guiding principle in answering that question is “the church does what the church is”. Already in our studies we have seen six of the church’s task. Now we come to last task – corporate prayer.
2.
We live today in a generation where many churches especially in the West have altogether abandoned the practice of meeting regularly for prayers. Those who have not abandoned it, regard it more or less as a second rate gathering of God’s people where only very few attend. In fact, in many churches, the gathering for prayer is no longer really a gathering for prayer. For much of the time is spent in chatting and in a bible study and very little time is actually spent in prayer. 

2.
Now, is this right? Should the church continue to meet for prayers? And if so, when should the church meet for prayers? How is the church to engage in prayer? How effective is the church’s prayer meeting? These and related questions is what I want us to consider this afternoon from the word of God. 

Trans:
And let us begin with the question...  

I.
SHOULD THE CHURCH MEET FOR PRAYERS?

…
And this is a question that needs to be answered from the God’s word because many today are questioning the validity of the church’ prayer meeting. So should the church meet for prayers?

A.
To answer that question let us first consider, the church’s identity. What is the church?


1.
The church is house of prayer.

a.
Lk 19:45-46 (READ). Although Jesus here is the referring to God’s house under the Old Covenant, and yet the Old Covenant is a shadow of New Covenant realities. And what is God’s house under the New Covenant? The church. So just the God’s house under the Old Covenant is a house of prayer, so also God’s house under the New Covenant is the house of prayers. 

b.
Therefore, if the church as God’s house does not meet together for prayers, how can it still be called as the house of prayer? For the church not to meet for prayer would be to deny its identity as God’s house.

c.
Thus when Paul gives direction about the conduct of the people of God as the house of God, where does he begin? The gathering of the church for prayers.  1Tim 3:14-15; 2:1-3, 8 (READ). The word translated “household” oikoj primary means “house or dwelling”. Although it may refer to those who dwell in that house “ household” or “family”, its primary meaning is that of a house or dwelling. 

2.
God’s spiritual army.

a.
The grand theme of the book of Ephesians is the church of God— Eph 1:22-23; 2:19-21; 3:4-6, 10, 20-21; 4:11-16 (READ).

b.
Then as Paul comes towards the close of his letter, he speaks of the church as the Lord’s spiritual army on earth— Eph 6:10-13, 14-17, 18-20 (READ). 

c.
The church is God’s army on earth, engage in a spiritual battle. Therefore, a major part in the engagement of this battle is prayers— prayers for all the saints, prayer also for gospel ministers.

d.
The church, therefore, that no longer gathers for prayer is neglecting a major part of its work as God’s army on earth, engage in spiritual battle.

3.
Summary: So why should the church meet for prayers? Because it is the church is the house of prayer, and because it is God’s army on earth engage in spiritual battle.

B.
But then not only do we have the church’s identity as the ground why the church should meet for prayers but also we have the apostolic pattern. 

1.
Acts 1:14-15 (READ). This was prior to Pentecost. And the original disciples of Jesus regularly meet for prayers as they waited for the Lord’s promise to send the Holy Spirit.

2.
And on the day of Pentecost, the church’s practice did not change. Acts 2:41-42 (READ). Just like the other activities mentioned, the prayer here does not refer to individual or private prayers but the corporate prayers of the church. The church regularly meet for prayers and all who were members devoted themselves steadfastly to it. That’s the apostolic pattern.

3.
And we have other examples in Acts of the church’s gathering for prayers— Acts 4:31 (READ); 12:5, 12 (READ).

4.
And this apostolic practice should not surprise us because the church is the house of prayer and it is God’s army on earth, engage in spiritual warfare.

C.
Therefore, the church must never neglect or abandon the practice of gathering together for prayers. And all the members must make serious effort to join the gatherings of the church for prayer.

Trans: But that leads us to a second question...


II.
WHO ARE APPOINTED TO LEAD IN PRAYER?

A.
All the members should join the church’s gathering for prayers. 

B.
But who are appointed to lead in prayer? “The Men” “Ang maaga Lalaki” 

1.
1Tim 2:8 (READ) “the men” anhr or “adult males”, and this is in contrast to the women. And this is in contrast to the women— 2:9 (READ) “women” gunh,. This does not mean that the women are not to pray. But what is means is that the men are one who should lead the prayers.

2.
And there is a rational for this— 2:11-12 (READ). In the church, a woman is not to teach (specific) or exercise authority ( general) over men (adult males). A woman is not to exercise any authoritative and leadership functions over adult males in the church. And why? 2:13-14 (READ). 

C.
Therefore, to us men, rest the duty and responsibility to lead the church in prayers. And you must take this role seriously and exercise it conscientiously. 

Trans:
But that leads us to a third question...

III.
WHAT SHOULD BE THE FOCUS OF THE CHURCH’S PRAYERS?

A.
Our focus should not only be just our church’s concerns but the concerns of all the churches.

1.
Eph 6:18; 19-20(READ). We must avoid an parochial mentality for praying just for the concerns for the church were we belong. It must include the concerns of all the saints or people of God and the spread of the gospel in the world.

2.
And this is where we can enter and share in the labors of the others churches, and thus take part in the fulfillment of the great commission. As a local church, we do not have the physical ability to make disciples of all the nations. But through our prayers for the work of other churches, we enter and share in their labors and, thus, in fulfill the great commission. 

B.
Our focus should not be on trivial concerns but the great concerns of God’s kingdom and righteousness.

1.
The Lord’s prayer serves as a helpful guide: Mt 6:9-13 (READ). 

a.
Note the plurals: “Our Father” not “My Father”. “Give us” not “Give me”. “forgive us” not “forgive me”. Etc. This indicates that this is a model particularly of corporate prayer. 

b.
And what are we to pray for? We are to pray that God be praised, that His kingdom will be established, that His rule be recognized by His creatures not just in heaven but also on earth. We are to pray for our daily needs and especially for our Christian walk before God and our sanctification.

2.
We should avoid praying for trivial concerns like head-aches and tooth aches and a sour thumb, etc. God is concern about these things but it is not something that the entire church will have to pray for.

Trans:
But that leads us to a fourth question...

IV.
WHAT SHOULD BE THE MANNER OF THE CHURCH’S PRAYERS?

A.
It should be done reverently.

1.
Heb 12:28 (READ). Context here draws a contrast between the drawing near of God’s people to God under the Old Covenant (in Mt Sinai) and the drawing near of God’s people to God under the New Covenant (Mt Zion—the place of God’s special presence). And who are we to draw near? “With reverence and awe”. And why? “For our God is a consuming fire.”

2.
There should be no flippancy in our prayers. “Hi God. How are God.” Reverence must mark our approaches to God in prayers.

B.
It should be done unitedly.

1.
Acts 1:14-15 (READ). The language here indicates that the disciples who gathered did not their own individual concerns and prayed for their individual concerns. They were of one mind and prayed for the same things.

2.
Acts 4:24 (READ). This does not mean that they all prayed aloud together and said exactly the same things. That would be an impossibility. But one must have led the prayers, and the rest sounded their hearty “amens”. 

3.
Matthew 18:19-20 (READ). This refers to prayer in the context of church’s disciple but the principle applies to the prayer of the church in general. The idea here is agreement, being of one mind, praying for the same things.

4.
Therefore, let the men who lead speak loudly enough so all can hear, and the congregation to should sound their hearty “amens”.

C.
It should be done earnestly or fervently.

1.
Acts 12:5 (READ). To be fervent or earnest in prayer means that we should not just be mouthing words but that our hearts are really engage in prayer. We see the seriousness of what we are doing and are engage in it heartily.

2.
James 5:17 (READ). Although the text refers to individual prayers, and yet the principle applies to corporate prayers. Literal “prayed in his prayer”. Elijah did not just mouth out words in prayer. He really prayed. He prayed in his prayer.

3.
Thus, there is a need to attune our hearts before we come to God in prayer.

D.
It should be done spiritually.

1.
Eph 6:18 (READ). Our prayers must be done with aid of the Holy Spirit. Jude 20 (READ).

2.
Thus before and while praying, we must pray for the assistance and help of the Holy Spirit. We must pray for fresh supplies of the Spirit of prayer and supplication.

E.
It should be done believingly.

1.
James 5:16 (READ). Although the text refers to individual prayers, and yet it applies also to corporate prayers. We must believe that our prayers can accomplish much. We are not engaging in a useless and fruitless exercise. We are engaging in the most effective means to effect certain things. For in prayer we call on God who controls everything to act according to His own revealed will and purpose.

2.
Eph 3:20 (READ). In prayer we must believe that God has unlimited power to do abundantly, beyond, all what we ask or think. We must believe that there is nothing too difficult or hard for God for His power is unlimited.

F.
It should be done persuasively.

1.
Acts 4:24-31 (READ). They reasoned with God in their prayers. They did not just mention concern and go through it like one would go through a shopping list. They reasoned with God in their prayers. And the Lord answered their prayers.

2.
Dan 9:2, 17-19 (READ). Daniel did not pray as if he just went through a shopping list.

G.
It should be done humbly.

1.
Mat 26:39 (READ). Although Jesus prayed earnestly and persuasively, and yet He always prayed humbly. He remain humbly subject to the sovereign will of God. 

2.
And in our prayers, we must do the same. Pray earnestly and persuasively, but also always pray humbly. Beware of an arrogant and demanding attitude in prayer like a spoiled child demanding something from his/her parents. Always pray humbly knowing that God is the Sovereign Creator and Ruler.

Trans:
Then that leads us to a final question...

VI.
HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE CHURCH’S PRAYER?

A.
Note the Promise: Mt 18:19-20 (READ).

1.
And we can illustrate this in case of the family. A hungry child asking for bread will powerfully influence the loving heart of a father. But when all the children are gathered in order to do the same, the influence of their united petitions will even be more effective.

2.
So also in prayers. When the church gather’s for prayer and prays together, their prayers become even more effective.

B.
The Condition: This promise in Mt 18 is not absolute. We must pray for the right things and with the right motives—1Jn 5:14; James 4:3 (READ). But united prayer is even more effective than private or individual prayer.

Conclusion

1.
Spurgeon: “We shall never see much change for the better in our churches in general till the prayer meeting occupies a higher place in the esteem of Christians.”

2.
Therefore, never abandon or neglect the church’s  gatherings for prayer. If you have been regularly attending, then continue to do so. If you have been neglecting, then change your ways. Do not just be a hearer but a doer of God’s word.  

